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Gnven a major derailment vesterday along the Elgin, Jolictand Lastern (L) talway. [ wnite o
encoutage the Surtace ransportation Board (5TH) to exercise its oversight autharity w
detennime il Canadian National (CN)Y has properly prepared the IFI&E tracks.

A Canadan National freight train reportedly carrving three hazardous material chenncals -
sodium Iy droxide, ferrous sullite and organic acid — denailed yesterday. throwing 22 train cars
ol the tracks in an arca near Elgin, Hlineis. This is the seeond derailment o a CN tram near
[lein this vear. The tann deratlment occurred on the EJ&E rail hine. a set of tracks acquired by
the ON moan acquisition that was approved by the ST on December 24, 2008 and made
etfective on Jan. 23, 2009,

The STR established an oversight period of five years from the approval of the CN-I- &l
acquisition. This unique oversight period was established hy the STB to monitor the operational
and environmiental impacts of the acquisition. The-oversight period was insttumental in
exposing CN"s under-reporting of trains blochimg 1oad-rail crossings in communities along the
PA&T This finding resulted v a fine of $250,000 against CN last year. the first penalty of s
hid ever fevied by the ST,

Fencourage the N'TB o exercise its oversight authority to determine if CN has properly
maintaned and upgraded the IEE rail line to handle hazardous materials and prevent
deralments. The STB also should conduct vigorous aversight of CN 1o cnsure it has followed the
conditions imposed in yvour order approving the acquisition of the &I

Fhe ST has a responsibibity to ensure ratlroads ke CN are doing everything possible o sulely
move feight through communities located along the El&ls. | encowage you 1o immediatel s
begm workimg with the other local and tederal officials involved inthe investigation ofihis
derathient and use your authority to ensure CN s operating the LI&E as safely as possible

[hank you tor vour attention to this matter,

-

y Nincerely.
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